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Nestled in the grounds of Park
Hall Countryside Experience is a
very special place for learning.
The Park Hall Forest School
provides a place for children to
have space to roam free and
experience an old-fashioned
childhood. Childhood as it
should be. On any given Monday,
Tuesday or Wednesday, in any

season of the year, you can
encounter children hard at play.
The children climb trees and
build dens, they pick daisies
and make mud pies, naps are
taken in hammocks, woodland
treasures collected, there is a
vegetable garden to tend and
sometimes the fairies even visit.
The essence of Park Hall’s

philosophy is time. With no
formal timetable, the children are
able to explore the invitations
to play set by their teachers, to
ask for resources and help to
achieve a project or to pursue
their own interests with no cut
off time. The teachers say that,
once children get into the swing
of being independent they are

What about the bad
weather?

We are lucky because our school
is within the grounds of Park Hall
farm, itself a fantastic day out
for the family filled with animals
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Does my child ever have
to leave?

Park Hall Forest School has
already been proud to play a part
in the Home-Schooling journey
of some of our children once
they reached “school age”. For
children attending mainstream
Primary school, we can provide
an enriching flexi-schooling
option and they can join our
holiday or after school clubs to
provide continuity with the forest
throughout the seasons.
If you think childhood days
spent climbing trees, getting
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to pet, tractor rides, giant lego
play, a huge sand and water zone
which any school would envy, a
prime site for lots of scientific
exploration!
That said, you would be
surprised how many days can
be good days when you are
wrapped up in your Forest
School uniform, with scones
baking on the campfire and a
hot chocolate for company and
then... there is always the magic
of our cosy tepee, for stories,
games and even the odd nap.
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Babes
in the Woods

rarely called on and the toys are
all abandoned in favour of roleplaying games, building projects
and “experiments” (the endless
fascination of mud and water).
Forest School Leader
Laura claims “It is easy to feel
redundant at times. We look
around and all of the children
are off doing their own thing,
completely engrossed and
content and we think “Shouldn’t
we be doing something?” but
then you realise that this is a
magic moment and everything
that we have taught the children
has led up to this so we just
watch and smile.”
Forest School Teacher Lara
agrees “This is a completely
different way of working than
I was used to working in Prep
schools but we are gradually
evolving and perfecting how
we do things. The children who
have been learning with us this
year are strong and resilient,
physically very able, they have
great ideas which are backed up
by scientific evidence which they
have seen first-hand, they are
descriptive communicators and
storytellers and we hope they are
polite and good company.” “
Yes, we are big on manners!”
laughs Laura.
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The teachers say that,
once children get into
the swing of being
independent they are rarely
called on and the toys are
all abandoned in favour
of role-playing games,
building projects and
“experiments”

muddy, looking for slugs and
rolling down hills are a thing of
the past then come to see what
Park Hall Forest School has to
offer.
There will be an Open
Afternoon on Sunday 14th July.
Stay up to date with Forest
School antics on Instagram and
Facebook.
You can book children aged
3 and up into Holiday clubs
running throughout the Summer,
half term holidays and Easter.
You can enrol children
into Pre-School all year round
and government funding is
accepted. Homeschooling and
Flexischooling children are more
than welcome.

